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Dear F‘ean, 

It Is pe rhsps a futility to write you shea, you heve just hung up on 
me when I was about to put you straight on the purpose in returning to New Orleans 
when I did in December, Yet because of the great liking and respect I hove for 
you I do. 

I will not ergue the matter with you all over again. First because you 
will not listen, end you did not while we were talking, ^ou attempted to justify 
what could not be justified. I tell you that a esse was faked. Both of the 
principals had airtight alibis. There were very real. Ho effort was made to check 
it out, aa nothing was checked out not the ho spiral records, not the morgue 
records, none of it. The witnesses interviewed by s man who has earned my 
trust and a man who has sacrificed much because of his personal dedication to 
Jim, withoutxexception dispute saying what they are quoted on. Those who 

detected the very obvious error were promptly labelled "agents" to Jim* It is 
really that bad. 

How you can believe it or not, but I am telling you 1 interviewed 
Palmer st length on this. I asked him to let me tape it and he declined. I asked 
him to make a tape he would not give me but would keep and that, too, he declined. 
Ke acknowledged that what he had he would not dare give even a city editor, that 
none of it was proved. 


¥hat you apparently do not realize and didn’t care to listen to hear 
is that I went to “ew Orleans for only one purpose: I was very worried about what 
Jim himself said when I returned there from Dallas and from what ppople outside 
the office asked me about and asked me to check up on. That checking I did made 
it beyond question that there was deliberate lying going on, and that is the 
best that can be said about it. 


Bozley was not there to defend his work because it could not be 
defended. There was no secret that I was going there, or that ^ince was. &e ones e 
that time to leave Cleans, and in ray presence, when Jim asked him to return, he 
declined. I saw Jim hut one time whan I was there, tie day we got there, when we 
had lunch together, I douat I spoke to him for five minutes and 1 never once mentioned 
Boxley's name. Nor did he. I sarw him briefly the following Sunday, when I parked the 
car I was driving at the NO AC, where he was, said hello, and got in Moo’s car with 
him to leave and heve lunch with him. Jim fired Boxley, as I understand it, simply 
because the irrefutable- prop f was in his hands that kts work just did not stack up. 


The earlier checking on Bradley established thet he was very publicly in 
Europe the time of the Perrin death. My source, tbs men who did the vitt cheeking, 
confirmed it when I phoned to ask him. I trust him as I do you, sndf for the same 
reasons. How restrict yourself to a single thing, the accuracy of the work that 
was done. Would you keep an apprentice cub reporter who did such work? 


I learned that Boxley had been fired when I saw the press release the 
morning of the day it was issued. Jim wrote/ it, no one else, as he always does. He 
consulted no one else. When 1 read it I tried to get it chnsgsd, for 1 felt the 
wording was unfair to Boxley. Every one of the people you tnink hove docs these 
terrible things to Jim was of exactly the same opinion. Every one of than wes 
opposed to the wording. Most were opposed to sny release st ell, as was I. lim did 
it. all alone, end there is no one pumping drmgs into him. That, too, is Boxley’s 
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For the record, I have no way of knowing whether or not Boxley is 
CIA* I have no reason to believe it. If you ask me if I think he might be sick. 

I’ll Sive you an answer. Regardless, this was all Jim’s idea. I did not go down 
with the idea of getting Soxley fired, did not ask or suggest it to jj’iin, did 
not know about it until after he made the decision. I rather suspect that he 
wss a terribly upset man when he saw what had teen fed him by s man whb»he trusted 
very much - so much he never checked up on what he was turning in to him. 

i,w c /' 0 

There ore other things I will not go irfcno by* this raedium. ^emember, 

I told you you could see everything I have, without knowing you have the involve- 
ment you quite obviously have. That was and is en open offer. You have failed 
to accept it. Infs fact, you never once answered any of the letters I wrote you, 
and x kept expecting you to come up, kept rearranging the things I have commuted 
myself to do to spend this time £ss with you. 

In defense of the action Jim took, without agreeing with the manner 
in which he did itj^ for with that I disagree), I tell you that had Boxley been 
s CIA agent he coulJicL not have been a bigger disaster. Unless and until you check 
this out, personally,, you are not in a position to evaluate anything he hss told 
you. started feeding that pill stuff to the H.O. TV stations, el of vhich. hste 
Garrison and to uld lovs to clobber him, immediately. They found it so inconceiv- 
able they phoned the office to report it when I happened to be there — twice! That 
is not all Boxley said. he has. Jim a Manchurian non-candidate. Penn, believe what 
you will, but until you find out for yourself - or at least make the effort to — 
do not do anything you will not thereafter be sble to live with. The Rich.'tTi.tng is 
only one. Had that come off ss originally scheduled, it would hsvs happened 
before the Supreme ^ 0 urt decision in the Shaw ease, that would have been entirely a 
different decision, the entire hogwash being mixed by Boxley and associates would 
hsvs been dynamite, and there is little likelihood that Jim would not have been 
disbarred when the Supreme c ourt said it had to grant rel^f because of * i im’s 
very obvious abuses. 

have apparently made up your mind without knowing anything at all 
about my trip* to “ew u rleens, which is not what I would have expected of you. 

Shen it is possible to check things out am you do not, that is your responsibility. 

I suggest to you that, regardless of any personal attachment you may have to Boxley, 
this is all in the realm of fact, end not^ only invite you to cheek It out for your- 
slef, I dare you to! But how you could res^ch such decisions, involving and about 
me, without talking to me and when you were failing to answer my letters, I just do 
not understand. x t is entirely unli&a you. 

Much damage hss already been done. About that, at thr moment, little 
can Be done. There can "be things done not to do more damage. I hope you will bear 
this in mind and, if you feel impelled to do anything, first know the feet, not the 
dubious self-serving representations of someone who is involved end at best cannot 
be regarded as impartial. There is fact, x t is, as it has been, aval l4l& to you. 
KJ&isvs ms, so far as my part is concerned, you could not possibly be any more wrong. 
Speaking about the entire thing generally, pretty much the same is true. Try and 
bring your mind to bear on this. Do not be the creature of care fully -fed emotions* 
There is much I just cannot put in the mails or on the phone. Ve will be lucky if 
there is no mistrial on the basis of the wrong things already done. And so far as 
the office id concerned, there is no doubt that the Shaw trial is upcoming. Whether 
or not it is, there is no doubt they expect it this time. 

Penn, I most sincerely hope you do not, with whatever laudable motive, 
do something you rosy spend the rest of your life regretting. My best to you all. 



